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When Aboriginal artists paint they use traditional symbols to represent their particular
Dreaming story. These symbols can have more than one meaning and only the artist fully
understands the meaning of his or her work. However, the following symbols are often used
in Aboriginal desert art to represent parts of The Dreaming.

Bush raisins

‘ ’ campsite or waterhole running water
snakes, lightning,
’ smoke, worms,
( ’ - grubs
4 women sitting

fire, smoke, water, blood

man

possum tracks

club

o

two men sitting

people sitting; a windbreak,
a boomerang or clouds

waterholes with running
water between

Central Desert Art - pupil worksheets Acknowledgement to ‘Desert Dreaming’ book, page 9 12




Symbols in Aboriginal Art							BLM





These sheets are examples of Indigenous art symbols. They are copied from the Peter Leyden visual teaching resource Central Desert Art which includes: 12 posters of Central Desert art; pupil books Growing Up At Uluru; a book, Desert Dreaming, and a book of worksheets. Purchase the resource and the worksheets are photocopiable for student use.  





Please note: Out of respect for people of the desert Country to whom concentric circles and squares are sacred, students must not combine these two symbols with the sacred ochre colours.




















